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public servants like them. My amend-
ment is a simple clarification that all
IRS employees would be eligible for
this pay adjustment.

We learned yesterday from legisla-
tive counsel that the bill could inad-
vertently exclude some of these em-
ployees hired under special provisions
of chapter 95, title 5.

For example, title 5, section 9503
grants IRS special authority to hire
employees for critical administrative,
technical, and professional positions
necessary to carry out the functions of
the IRS. However, it is unclear whether
such individuals would benefit from
H.R. 790’s pay adjustment. This amend-
ment simply removes any doubt.

I hope that the amendment can be
adopted.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Chairman, I rise
in opposition to the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from North Carolina is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr.
would highlight one thing.

We are going through all these
amendments that are clarifying and
technical amendments and all of that.
That could have all been avoided if we
had just had a hearing and had a mark-
up and we had gone through it, and yet
here we are today on the House floor
trying to make amendments to a bill
that, candidly, is missing the mark.

Mr. Chairman, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. JORDAN).

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Chairman, this is
one of the most ridiculous amendments
I have ever seen.

Just a few years ago, the IRS tar-
geted people for their political beliefs,
systematically, for a sustained period
of time, went after conservatives be-
cause they didn’t like their political
beliefs and what they were doing.

Now we are saying to those same peo-
ple across this country—we had con-
stituents. Congressman MEADOWS had
constituents. The gentlewoman from
Massachusetts may have constituents.
We are now saying to them: Mr. and
Mrs. Taxpayer, you may have been tar-
geted by the IRS, but now we are going
to take some of your hard-earned tax
money and pay them, give them a pay
raise?

Giving people a pay raise who went
after people’s most fundamental right,
your right to speak out against—your
First Amendment liberties, that is
what this amendment would do.

Also, the chairman knows this. We
did an investigation in the Oversight
Committee. The IRS had fired people
who they then rehired—now think
about this—and some of the people
they rehired, who had been fired, some
of the very people they rehired were
people who didn’t pay their taxes, and
we are now going to give them a pay
raise. You have got to be kidding me.

The very agency that systematically
went after people, went after our most
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fundamental right, our right, under the
First Amendment, to speak out against
our government, went after people for
doing that because they didn’t like
their political beliefs, set up this elabo-
rate system, this ‘“Be on the Lookout”
list, Lois Lerner, and the whole 9
yards, did that, also the same agency
that fired people for not paying their
taxes and then rehired them, and now
the taxpayers have to give them a pay
raise. That is what the Democrats want
in this amendment.

This is ridiculous. We should reject
this, and we should reject, as we talked
about before, the whole darn bill.

Mrs. TRAHAN. Mr. Chairman, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. CONNOLLY).

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Chairman, I
thank my friend from Massachusetts,
and I congratulate her on this amend-
ment.

I can’t believe that the distinguished
ranking member of our committee
would continue to engage in conspiracy
theories that have been, in fact, dis-
proved and, worse, would actually
paint the entire 41,000 or more work-
force of the IRS with one brush. They
are all, apparently, out to get us.

You would never know these are
hardworking public servants who serve
their country nobly and often under
very difficult circumstances, because
they are hardly the most popular agen-
cy in town.

Of course they deserve a pay raise.
They were affected by the shutdown.
Many of them were called back by the
Trump administration to come back
without pay because certain industries
needed paper being processed. They did
it because they are noble public serv-
ants and they are patriots, as the dis-
tinguished chairman of our committee
indicated.

So instead of slandering public serv-
ants, we want to honor them.

You are right. We are proud of this
amendment, and it is anything but the
most ridiculous to come to the floor. It
is a very important amendment. I sup-
port it.

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Chairman, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. JORDAN).

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Chairman, I am
not painting with a broad brush. Look,
I know there are lots of good employ-
ees there. All I am saying is an agency
that did what the IRS did, that rehired
people who had been fired, some of
them had been fired for not paying
their taxes, an agency that went after
people for their political beliefs, I
just—call me crazy, but you can go ask
your average taxpayer: Do you think
that agency that did those things, do
you think those people need a pay
raise?

My guess is most of the constituents
I get the privilege of representing in
the Fourth District of Ohio would say:
Nope, I am not for that.

That is all I am saying, not painting
with a broad brush.

All T know is what this agency did.
And it is not a conspiracy theory, and
the gentleman from Virginia knows it.
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The inspector general did a report
and said targeting occurred at the In-
ternal Revenue Service. They went
after conservative Tea Party conserv-
ative groups, and it happened just as
sure I am standing here speaking on
the House floor, and the gentleman
from Virginia knows that to be the
case.

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Chairman, I can
tell you that when we look at sending
a message, this sends entirely the
wrong message. We need to make sure
that we reward Federal workers, but
we also hold them accountable. I urge
rejection of this particular amend-
ment.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. TRAHAN. Mr. Chairman, the
employees I talked to at the IRS are
noble. They are hardworking. They are
working with the utmost integrity.
They have endured cuts to their agen-
cy, at times doing jobs that used to re-
quire two, sometimes three people to
do.

Again, my amendment merely makes
a clarifying change to be certain that
all of these employees, all IRS workers,
receive the Dbenefit of this well-de-
served pay adjustment. I urge my col-
leagues to adopt the amendment.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Massachusetts (Mrs.
TRAHAN).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentlewoman from Massachusetts
will be postponed.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Chairman, I
move that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mrs.
FLETCHER) having assumed the chair,
Mr. CARDENAS, Acting Chair of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 790) to provide for a
pay increase in 2019 for certain civilian
employees of the Federal Government,
and for other purposes, had come to no
resolution thereon.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.
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EXPRESSING SENSE OF HOUSE
THAT GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWNS
ARE DETRIMENTAL TO NATION
AND SHOULD NOT OCCUR

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 79) expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives
that Government shutdowns are detri-
mental to the Nation and should not
occur, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 79

Whereas a portion of the United States
Government was shut down from December
22, 2018, to January 25, 2019;

Whereas the Senate, on December 19, 2018,
unanimously passed legislation to fund Gov-
ernment operations and avert a Government
shutdown but that legislation was not en-
acted;

Whereas the Government shutdown lasted
for 35 days, the longest Government shut-
down in the history of our country;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations de-
prived Americans of important services and
caused 800,000 Federal workers to go without
pay for more than a month, imposing signifi-
cant financial hardships on those workers
and their families;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations det-
rimentally affected the Federal Govern-
ment’s ability to recruit and retain career
public servants;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations put at
risk thousands of small businesses with Fed-
eral contracts and created severe financial
hardship for tens of thousands of employees
of Federal contractors;

Whereas the top economic advisor to the
President of the United States predicted that
the Government shutdown would reduce eco-
nomic growth by 0.1 percent for each week it
lasted;

Whereas the Congressional Budget Office
has estimated the direct effect of the shut-
down to have cost our economy $11,000,000,000
in lost gross domestic product;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations forced
Transportation Security Administration
screeners and air traffic controllers to work
without pay, causing many to be unable to
afford to work and thereby putting at risk
the safety and well-being of the traveling
public, leading to flight delays, and harming
airport security operations;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations put
the health of all Americans at risk by cur-
tailing and delaying food safety inspections;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations made
our Nation less safe by impeding Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation efforts to crack down
on child trafficking, violent crime, and ter-
rorism;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations re-
sulted in the shuttering of and, in some
cases, damage to, countless national parks,
monuments and other public lands;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations fur-
loughed numerous Federal employees at the
Federal Emergency Management Agency and
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD), limiting the Federal Govern-
ment’s ability to help communities rebuild
after natural disasters;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations re-
sulted in a majority of Environmental Pro-
tection Agency employees being furloughed,
with negative consequences for public health
and the environment, such as halted clean-
up work at hundreds of toxic Superfund sites
across the country, a cessation in inspection
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and enforcement activities, and a stop to
new chemical and pesticide safety evalua-
tions and approvals;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations de-
layed payment of Department of Agriculture
loans, operating loan decisions, planting and
marketing decisions and much-needed assist-
ance for farmers harmed by retaliatory tar-
iffs imposed on American agricultural ex-
ports, prevented the implementation of a
new farm bill with critical support for strug-
gling dairy farmers and other operations,
and cast damaging uncertainty on the nutri-
tion assistance relied on by millions of vul-
nerable Americans;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations de-
layed the issuance of tax refunds to Amer-
ica’s hard-working taxpayers;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations penal-
ized small business owners by halting the ap-
proval of Small Business Administration
loans;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations im-
peded the operations of United States embas-
sies abroad, undermining the ability of
United States personnel to combat terror,
enforce sanctions, and strengthen alliances;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations under-
mined the ability of the Department of
Homeland Security to respond to increased
cybersecurity threats, natural disasters, and
terror threats;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations de-
layed approval of FHA-backed mortgages,
putting Americans at risk of losing the
house they were attempting to buy or sell;

Whereas the lapse in appropriations hob-
bled the ability of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development to administer
the Section 8 low-income housing program
that allows for HUD to provide affordable
rental housing to low-income tenants, in-
cluding the elderly and disabled;

Whereas Senator Mitch McConnell has
called shutdowns ‘‘a failed policy’’;

Whereas Senator Susan Collins said on
January 23, 2019, ‘‘shutdowns represent the
ultimate failure to govern and should never
be used as a weapon to achieve an outcome’’;
and

Whereas Senator Lamar Alexander said on
January 24, 2019, “it is always wrong for ei-
ther side to use shutting down the Govern-
ment as a bargaining chip in budget negotia-
tions—it should be as off-limits as chemical
weapons are to warfare’’: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that—

(1) the shutdown of the Government of the
United States, or any portion thereof, causes
substantial damage to Federal employees, to
every American who benefits directly or in-
directly from Federal services, to our Na-
tion’s economy, and to the reputation of the
United States around the world;

(2) shutting down the Government of the
United States, or any portion thereof, is not
an acceptable tactic or strategy for resolving
differences regarding policy, funding levels,
or governing philosophy; and

(3) in the future the Congress must ensure
the continued, uninterrupted operations of
the Government of the United States and its
services as well as its duty to protect and
promote the security of the American peo-
ple.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. MEADOWS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
79.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I am relieved and
grateful that the longest government
shutdown in our Nation’s history has
ended. I am sure that many people
share these same feelings, including
my colleagues. The American people,
and especially, the 800,000 Federal em-
ployees who were furloughed or forced
to work without pay for 35 days, have
to be relieved.

I hope that the one positive thing to
come out of this experience is uni-
versal recognition that government
shutdowns are almost always pointless
exercises that are harmful to our coun-
try and our constituents.

The Federal Government should be
open for business and not closed. That
is why I strongly support H. Res. 79,
the measure before us today.

Even though the recent shutdown af-
fected only part of the Federal Govern-
ment, its impact was deeply felt
throughout the country. The Depart-
ments of Homeland Security, State,
Treasury, Commerce, Justice, Agri-
culture, the EPA, and NASA, were
shuttered.

Operations at these agencies essen-
tially came to a screeching halt:

Phone calls went unanswered as Fed-
eral workers were furloughed;

Safety inspections of industrial sites,
factories, and power plants, were halt-
ed because EPA inspectors were sent
home;

Food inspections at the FDA ceased;

Scientists at the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration and
the Fish and Wildlife Service were fur-
loughed.

Law enforcement officers at the FBI,
DEA, Secret Service, and Customs and
Border Protection were the lucky ones.
They got to work without pay. These
dedicated men and women, many of
whom make only $60,000 a year, missed
more than a month’s pay.

Just like other middle-class families,
Federal employees have bills to pay
also: food, mortgages, rent, medical
bills, student loans, and car payments.
And like so many other Americans,
many live paycheck to paycheck.

It is simply cruel to inflict such fi-
nancial hardship and unnecessary
stress on workers who just want to do
their jobs serving the American people.

The greatest irony of the last shut-
down is that immigration enforcement
and border protection suffered as a re-
sult, despite the President’s fixation on
a wall, a brilliant 14th century solution
to a 21st century problem.
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The shutdown closed the immigra-
tion courts, contributing to an already
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